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Unleash the wrath of the masses 
towards Duterte’s tyrannical rule 


DUTERTE IS NOW TREMBLING 
AS his strongman rule is com- 
ing to an end. He knows retri- 
bution is inevitable for all the 
crimes his regime has commit- 
ted against the Filipino people. 
He is scrambling to preserve 
his regime and continue to 
feed his insatiable lust for 
power and wealth. 

Duterte, using the civil- 
military junta he established 
after five years in Malacanhang, 
will mobilize the state’s ma- 
chinery in his favor. He has 
placed the government and the 
entire country under police 
and military control through 
the National Task Force to End 
Localized Communist Armed 
Conflict (NTF-ELCAC) in 2019. 
State terrorism was legalized 
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after the railroaded passage of 
Duterte’s Terror Law last year 
placing the entire country un- 
der undeclared military rule. 

A more aggressive regime is 
expected to afflict the Filipino 
people though Duterte’s terror- 
ism is nothing new to Negrosan- 
ons. 

A poster boy for all-out 
wars and extrajudicial killings, 
Duterte imposes brute force to 
silence and paralyze the people’s 
resistance. To date, following 
the implementation of Memor- 
andum Order 32 in November 
2018, his dirty war in Negros 
Island is implemented by more 
than 14 battalions of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines (AFP) 
troops and Philippine National 
Police (PNP) special forces. 
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However, this preponderance 
spearheaded by the 3rd In- 
fantry Division (3ID) through 
Joint Task Force Negros has, 
again and again, failed to de- 
cimate the revolutionary for- 
ces in the Island. 

The 3ID and its brigades 
here are notorious for mutila- 
tions, firing squads and other 
heinous acts against farmers 
and innocent civilians. The in- 
digenous peoples (commonly 
tumandoks) in Central Negros 
are their recent victims. 

To keep the loyalty of state 
forces, Duterte has showered 
the AFP and PNP, particularly 
its top officials, with the 
people’s money—billions for mo- 
dernization programs and their 
surrender fund, P19 billion for 


NTF-ELCAC, and P16.4 billion 
for the Barangay Development 
Plan (BDP). All these are ripe 
for corruption sugar-coated as 
necessary “for national secur- 
ity and to end the armed con- 
flict.” Shamelessly capitalizing 
on their rank-and-file, the 
AFP/PNP top brass shares 
Duterte’s greed. 

Duterte, in his despera- 
tion, does not only use his op- 
pressive dirty war to keep the 
Filipino people in line. He 
weaponized fake news and dis- 
information to serve his strong- 
man rule. In order to monopolize 
public discourse, the Duterte 
regime is also attacking the 
press and media institutions he 
deems opposes him. It uses 
mass media and online plat- 
forms to create a false climate 
of “winning the wars” he 
launched against illegal drugs, 
the revolutionary movement 
and the Moro people. 

To propel his scheme of 
running as vice president in 
the 2022 national elections, 
Duterte apologists and politic- 
al operators entertain the pub- 
lic with various gimmicks. Premature 
campaigns for his vice presid- 
ency, his daughter or his most 
loyal lackey’s presidency and 
Smear campaigns for all those 
who oppose him are blatantly 
funded by the state. The Press 
Communications Operations Of- 
fice (PCOO) under Malacanang 
have lately been flagged for 
wasting millions apparently on 
an army of online trolls. 

Duterte is playing a dan- 
gerous game of pleasing two 
imperialist masters in order to 
bolster his regime. While car- 
rying out state fascism to bully 
the Filipino people, he plays 
docile towards China and per- 
forms a hard-to-get act for the 
US. Duterte and his cohorts 
profit hefty kickbacks from China 
for yielding the West Philippine 


Sea and a- 
warding big 
projects to Chi- 
nese inves- 
tors. Still the 
same, Duterte h 
is bound to US 
imperialism j 
and depends on 
it to fuel his 
“counter-in- 
surgency” 
campaign. The 
US embassy in 
the Philippines 
admitted that 
“Washington 
provided more 
than P48.6 bil- 
lion in security 
assistance to 
Manila since 
2015.” 

Duterte 
is doomed to 
fail and will de- 
finitely be held 
accountable for his fascist 
crimes, treasonous acts, plun- 
der and corruption. 

His own social class will 
betray him. It is an inherent 
class character of the ruling 
class of big compradors, big 
land lords and bureaucrat cap- 
italists to double-cross each 
other in favor of power and 
wealth. When the time comes, 
patronage politics will not be 
enough to ingratiate Duterte’s 
minions as they themselves 
desire to take his place. Even 
his imperialist masters, who 
are at odds with each other, 
are bound to abandon him if he 
becomes a non-essential tool 
in furthering and protecting 
their interests. In any case, 
many from the ruling class are 
willing to lick their feet in ex- 
change for support. 

The unprecedented eco- 
nomic crisis in the country has 
left the Filipino people restless 
and enraged. In Negros, it has 
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become worst for farmers, 
farm workers, mill workers, 
service workers, the semi-pro- 
letariat and low income middle 
class. The perennial tiempo 
muerto in the Island has been 
exacerbated by the Duterte re- 
gime’s militarist and opportun- 
ist approach towards the 
Covid-19 pandemic. The people 
are deep in poverty more than 
ever with band-aid measures 
like lockdowns putting eco- 
nomic activity practically at a 
standstill. According to gov- 
ernment statistics, 8.7% or 
4.14 million Filipinos are un- 
employed nationwide, almost 
600,000 of them come from 
Western Visayas. The current 
hunger rate in the country is at 
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The people 


will not forgive 
the tyrannical 
Duterte regime's 


mass murder. 
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16.8% or 4.8 million families. 
However, the real numbers are 
higher. What the statistics 
miss to present are the poor 
quality of jobs, irregular work 
and the measly salaries that 
cannot adequately sustain a 
family. 

The Duterte regime has 
earned the ire of the people for 
brazenly exploiting the Covid- 
19 pandemic to acquire huge 
foreign loans that will make 
the country perpetually fettered 
to imperialist dictates with no 
way of paying our foreign 
debts. The country’s total debt 
has ballooned to P11 trillion or 
close to P100,000 for every 
Filipino. In Negros, where poverty 
is persistent, Duterte and his 

henchmen are 
the 
tumandoks to 
fight by way of 
land grabbing, 
development ag- 
gression, exploit- 
ation of natural 
resources and, 
recently, massive 
abusive military 
operations and 
indiscriminate 
bombing. 

The people 
will not forgive 
the tyrannical 
Duterte regime's 
mass murder. 
Negros peasants 
are victims and 
targets of the 
Duterte regime. 
More than a 
hundred farmers 
have been killed, 
including tuman- 
doks. Negrosan- 
ons will never 
forget the re- 
gime’s first vic- 
tim, peasant 
leader Alexander 
Ceballos, and 


the casualties of mass killings in 
the Sagay 9 massacre, Oplan 
Sauron 1 and 2, and all suc- 
ceeding coordinated attacks. 
Up to now, the cry for justice is 
resounding all over the Island. 

The regime has swamped 
mass media and social media 
with Covid-19 bulletins fea- 
turing deaths of over 26,000 
craftily concealing from spot- 
light a higher count of more 
than 30,000 lives bloodily killed 
in Duterte’s “drug war,” 
“counter-insurgency” and anti- 
Moro campaign. Many human 
rights violations and killings 
with impunity perpetrated by 
state forces are still undocu- 
mented. However, this has 
garnered international notice. 
The international community 
supports the Filipinos in hold- 
ing Duterte accountable for his 
crimes in the International 
Criminal Court. 

The AFP boasts to increase 
its “aggressive military cam- 
paign” and “endeavor to con- 
tinue its momentum” in Negros 
Island. All these indicate are 
rabid red-tagging, heightened 
attacks against legitimate dis- 
sent, rampant abuses of hu- 
man rights and killings with 
Impunity. 

The Duterte regime's 
armed repression against the 
exploited and oppressed people 
gives justness to revolutionary 
armed struggle. As Duterte 
goes all out to maintain his 
strongman rule, he pushes the 
people to armed resistance. 

All things considered, 
Duterte is pursuing a losing 
war. The revolutionary forces 
must unleash the wrath of the 
people towards a tyrannical, 
treasonous, terrorist, criminal 
and corrupt Duterte regime. 
Launch mass struggles to up- 
hold and promote economic, 
political and democratic rights. 
Anti-feudal and anti-fascist 


campaigns in the countryside 
will shatter the terror sown by 
the military and police. The 
atrocities in Negros Island 
committed by state forces un- 
der the command of the 31D 
must be exposed not only 
within the country but also to 
the world. 

Those who are hunted by 
the state can seek refuge in 
the New People’s Army (NPA) 
and, in the process, may join 
the ranks of the NPA contrib- 
uting their talents and skills to 
the national democratic re- 
volution. 

The NPA Negros must punish >, bn Cte NA 
human rights paean and (re ia 
perpetrators of extrajudicial 
killings. Take the initiative in 
launching tactical offensives 
amid massive focused military 
campaigns. Make the enemy punch 
in the air while preparing terrible 
blows to seize their weapons and 
destroy their fighting capabilit- 
les. 

The broad toiling masses of 
peasants and workers have, in 
their hands, the power to 
change society and will not lu 
bow to the whims of dictators 
like Duterte. fF 


#CherishtheNPA 
#AmplifytheRevolution 
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